
Prejudice 
Noun 
Preconceived opinion that it is not based on reason or actual experience 
 
A major theme in this play is prejudice. Race (through racist language 
used to describe Othello ex. “I am one, sir, that comes to tell you your 
daughter and the Moor are now making the beast with two backs” Iago) 
 
 
“The basic idea of the play is so well known that it’s easy to forget the startling 
boldness of Shakespeare’s decision to take Cinthio’s brief tale of a doomed mixed-race 
marriage and transform it into a heart-breaking tragedy. In a country where few 
people outside London would ever have seen a black person, and centuries before the 
problems that fuel the tragedy became as ubiquitous and pressing as they are today, 
Shakespeare produced in Othello a searing critique of racial and sexual injustice, 
which is more powerful now in the 21st century than it could ever have been at the 
dawn of the 17th.” 
Kiernan Ryan – Discovering Literature, Racism ysogyny and motiveless malignity in 
Othello 
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/racism-misogyny-and-motiveless-
malignity-in-othello 
 
 

Manipulation 
 
Noun 
The action of manipulating something in a skilful manner 
 
Iago manipulates Othello without any proof – becoming literature’s most 
impressive master of manipulation.  
 
“Although the play is named Othello, and although this character’s position and deeds 
are the center of the story, it is the character of Iago that expedites the action within 
the play. As in Macbeth where actually the character of Lady Macbeth gets into the 
center of attention, it is not so much the protagonist Othello, but rather Iago with his 
particular (negative) character traits who becomes intriguing for a reader or an 
audience. The reason of Iago’s success in manipulating Othello is based on the social 
differences of these two characters. As Iago states at the beginning of the play, not 
everybody can be a leader, and not every leader can have a good servant. His position 
as Othello’s servant is the premise and fundament on which his character traits can 
flourish. (…)It’s not so much his behaviour which leads characters into wrong 
directions, it has a lot to do with what others want to see or believe. Iago is smart 
enough to use other people’s actual weaknesses and to let them draw wrong 
conclusions themselves.” 
Andrea Oberheiden - Harvard University Extension School/ E-130 Shakespeare and 
Modernity/ Final Exam Essay 
http://www.aj-images.com/publications/othello_iagos_skills.pdf 



Passion 
 
Noun 
Strong and barely controllable emotion 
 

Jealousy 
 
Noun 
The state or feeling of being jealous 
 
“O beware, my lord, of jealousy; It is the green-eyed monster which 
doth mock the meet it feeds on” 
 
 
Jealousy is a monster, a destructive emotion that grows out of all 
proportion to reality and destroys Othello life. 
Iago can also be considered a jealous character considering that he needs 
to hurt people around him for no clear reason. 
Jealousy consumes Othello who kills the love of his life and himself . 
 
 
 

 


