
 

William Shakespeare was an English poet, 
playwright, and actor. He was born on 26 April 
1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon. His father was a 
successful local businessman and his mother 
was the daughter of a landowner. Shakespeare 
is widely regarded as the greatest writer in the 
English language and the world's pre-eminent 
dramatist. He is often called England's national 
poet and nicknamed the Bard of Avon. He wrote 
about 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long narrative 
poems, and a few other verses, of which the 
authorship of some is uncertain. His plays have 
been translated into every major living language 
and are performed more often than those of any 
other playwright. 

Marriage and career 
Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway at the age 
of 18. She was eight years older than him. They had three children: Susanna, and 
twins Hamnet and Judith. After his marriage information about his life became very 
rare. But he is thought to have spent most of his time in London writing and 
performing in his plays. Between 1585 and 1592, he began a successful career in 
London as an actor, writer, and part-owner of a playing company called the Lord 
Chamberlain's Men, later known as the King's Men. 

Retirement and death 
Around 1613, at the age of 49, he retired to Stratford , where he died three years 
later. Few records of Shakespeare's private life survive. He died on 23 April 1616, at 
the age of 52. He died within a month of signing his will, a document which he 
begins by describing himself as being in "perfect health". In his will, Shakespeare 
left the bulk of his large estate to his elder daughter Susanna. 

His work 
Shakespeare produced most of his known work between 1589 and 1613. His early 
plays were mainly comedies and histories and these works remain regarded as 
some of the best work produced in these genres. He then wrote mainly tragedies 
until about 1608, including Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth, considered 
some of the finest works in the English language. In his last phase, he wrote 
tragicomedies, also known as romances, and collaborated with other playwrights. 

Shakespeare's plays remain highly popular today and are constantly studied, 
performed, and reinterpreted in diverse cultural and political contexts throughout the 
world. 
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
The story follows the fortunes of a quartet of lover’s who are lured into the forest by 
fairies who trick them with a magic potion that forces them to fall in love with the first 
person they see. Sadly the Queen of Fairies herself takes the potion and when a 
donkey crosses her path she falls in love with the beast. This hilarious comedy 
explores the madness of love and laughs at human folly. It contains some of the 
finest poetry that Shakespeare wrote, slapstick comedy, touching love scenes, 
mystery and theatrical magic.   

In a MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM Shakespeare explores the idea that love is 
random, that we are in love with ourselves rather than the person we supposedly 
adore, that the eyes deceive us as to a person’s true worth and the consequences 
are sometimes tragic but often comic.   

MAJOR THEMES 

 

• Love 
• Magic 
• Marriage 
• Humanity 
• Reality & Appearance  
• Season / Summer – Spring 
• Order & Disorder 
• Gender roles & Power/Action 

ABOUT TNT /ADGE “A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM” 

TNT’s production has been an extraordinary global success, performing hundreds of times 
across three continents and even being re- staged in Mandarin.  This is Shakespeare that is 
easy to understand and enjoy, even for an audience whose first language is not English.  
Specially composed music is woven into the production as is choreography, poetry and 
above all comedy, led by one of the Bard’s greatest clowns: Bottom  the hopeless amateur 
actor.  

This production has been an extraordinary international success – Shakespeare that is easy 
to understand and enjoy, even for an audience whose first language is not English – 
Shakespeare’s  magical play is both simple and profound  so almost any audience can grasp 
the ideas and conflicts in the play. Specially composed music is woven into the production for 
added effect, much played or sung live by the skilled actors.    

Their cycle of Shakespearian classics include HAMLET, MACBETH, ROMEO & JULIET  and 
the TAMING OF THE SHREW – productions that have received popular and critical acclaim 
in over  thirty countries worldwide performing in theatres and palaces from Tokyo to Berlin 
and Windsor Castle to Prague Castle. This is Shakespeare as might have graced the original 
Globe: funny, direct, visual, musical and appealing to any and every audience. 

 


